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3. Routes & Participants
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B Global Youth Ambassador 2025 from Germany
Thanh-Mai Julia Le

Being part of the 2025 Eurasia Citizen Diplomats
Program has been one of the most meaningful experiences
of my academic and personal journey this year. As a
Global Youth Ambassador representing Germany, | had the
privilege to take part in several core activities, including
the Appointment Ceremony, co-MCing at the Busan Day in
Berlin event and co-MCing at the Closing Ceremony 2025
Eurasia Citizen Diplomats and Global Youth Ambassadors.
Each of these moments taught me something new about
diplomacy, collaboration, and especially the power of
cultural exchange.

As a Transnational European and East Asian Culture and History student at the Bonn University in Germany
and the Korea University in South Korea, the program also connected deeply with my academic background.
My studies focus on cross-cultural relations and transnational dynamics between Europe and East Asia, and
participating in this program allowed me to apply this knowledge in practice. It was inspiring to see how academic
ideas, such as intercultural communication and transnational cooperation, come to life in real events and
diplomatic interactions.

The Busan Day in Berlin was particularly special because it brought Korean culture into the heart of my home
country. Seeing local German participants interact with Busan’s rich heritage, from performances to community
activities, reminded me how cultural exchange can build bridges even between people who meet for the first time.
[t was also impressive to see important guests, including the Korean Ambassador to Germany, attend the event,
which showed its significance. After completing the entire program and learning about the citizens of Busan,
| realized how well the Busan Day in Berlin captured Busan’s spirit of openness and hospitality. Even though it
was my first time meeting everyone, | was warmly welcomed by the Eurasia Citizen Diplomats, Global Youth
Ambassadors and the organizers.

Co-MCing with Seonju, a Eurasia Citizen Diplomat, throughout the program was another highlight for me.
Working together allowed me to grow both as a communicator and as a team player. We talked a lot during the
breaks in between and | got to learn about her, her perspective and her journey as a Eurasia Citizen Diplomat. |
am glad that we not only connected through our role as co-MCs but also became friends. Coordinating the flow
of events, keeping the audience engaged and bridging linguistic and cultural gaps in real time gave me valuable
hands-on experience in public communication. | am grateful for the trust the Busan Global City Foundation placed
in us and for the supportive environment that made the experience enjoyable and rewarding.

The Appointment Ceremony was especially memorable. After the Appointment Ceremony at the Busan Day in
Berlin, | talked with the other German Youth Ambassadors about how meaningful the event is and how important
our role as Global Youth Ambassadors truly is for the international relationship. This made us even more motivated
when we later traveled to Busan to fulfill our role. | felt truly honored, thankful and proud to be appointed as one
of five German Global Youth Ambassadors, especially because it was carried out by such important figures and
representatives. Additionally standing alongside passionate Youth Ambassadors and Eurasia Citizen Diplomats
showed me how important youth participation is in shaping future international relations. The ceremony was not
only symbolic, but also a reminder of the responsibility we carry to foster mutual understanding across borders.

Additionally, | also received a lot of encouragement from people outside the program. Friends, family, fellow
students from Germany and even my professors from my Korean university expressed how meaningful the
program is and how proud they were to see me represent Germany as a Global Youth Ambassador. Their feedback
reinforced my belief in the value and impact of this program.

Overall, the Eurasia Citizen Diplomats Program strengthened my belief in the impact of grassroots diplomacy.
This experience encouraged me to continue acting as a connector between cultures and to use my experiences in
Korea and Europe to promote dialogue, understanding and collaboration. | am deeply grateful for the opportunity
and for your team’s hard work and support. | look forward to seeing the future initiatives and the growing network
of Eurasia Citizen Diplomats.
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Global Youth Ambassador 2025 from China
Liu Xuan

Since coming back to Beijing, | have returned to my normal
life and still be busy with the curriculum, presentation, internship
and tutoring. Retrospecting the days in Busan, it was like a

GLOBAL CITY relaxing trip, leaving the unforgettable memories for me.

TOURISM SUMMK The 1" GL&BAL,
| { When they asked about the impressions of Busan, every
‘ time | recommended them to visit this beautiful city and said
Registration Busan was an excellent city for living and enjoying our lives.
Desk . . .
S2[Ag Personally, Busan is a special city for me not only because it was

the first city | visited in the Republic of Korea, but the people

(especially the staff in Busan Global City Foundation), the great
scenery and the lifestyle here all gave me the deep impressions.

In September, we have met the Korean team, and attended the opening ceremony together. On that night,
we were honored to be appointed as the global youth ambassadors and were invited to attend the 2025 Eurasia
Citizen Diplomats Program. This appointment gave us the chance to have more communications with youths from
different countries, which enriched our experience as well as stretching our mind. What’s more, the performances
were impressive as well. Students from both China and Korea gave us the excellent shows. From these shows,
| would like to express the importance of cultural exchanges. From my perspective, exchanges between
government, enterprises and individuals (especially youths) are significantly meaningful, because we live in the
same community---the earth. We live and breathe with people around the world. Communication, cooperation and
collaboration are significantly important in such a world with rapid development. China and Korea are countries in
Asia, and we are not only geographically close, but also have the commonalities in traditions and customs for the
reason of cultural exchanges. This type of program is vital because we know more about each other!

Last but not least, sincerely hope our friendship will last forever! And looking forward to see you again in the
future to have more deep exchanges.
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Global Youth Ambassador 2025 from TUrkiye
Elif Rabia Gllseren

I'm writing this quick briefing to you as my testimony of our wonderful time together. Thank you so much

for all the memories and laughter. Our first day together consisted of brief introductions between the youth and
we got to sit down and really get to know each other! There was a bit of cultural shock revolving around stray
animals and how many stray cats there are all around. We got to discuss foods, restaurants, pets, music and even
movies. It was a pleasant experience for all of us as we got to discover how despite being located so far away,
the youths of Istanbul and Busan had so many interests in common. | remember there being a lot of laughter and
gasps of pleasant surprise that day. Both me and my friend from the event still use the presents you've given us,
we hang our Busan seagull keychains on our bags proudly. | also actively use the pen in classes and reminisce?
About the friendships we’'ve made. On our second day we picked up chatting from where we left off and the
Busan youth was kind enough to teach us some Korean phrases! There was a lot of teaching from both sides as
we also taught them some Turkish phrases. Since both languages are etymologically similar to each other these
quick lessons were quite efficient! | still remember some of the words to this day, thanks to your help. We got to
take pictures together and also got to experience Korea’s deep rooted culture ourselves thanks to the incredible
dance performances. | remember being so amazed at both the clothing and the motions. We were truly lucky
to get to witness such authentic performances, it was a huge pleasure. Last but not least, on our third day we
all met up and got to see some sights! Getting to see Yerebatan Sarnaci together was wonderful. We chatted
about the sights and what’s next for our friends in Busan. We also went sightseeing in the Fatih Mosque and had
sweet moments instructing our friends on headscarves. | absolutely adore the group photos we took that day! In
addition we got to eat together afterwards and our friends got to try kumpir. The tables were filled with chatter.
| look back on those days fondly and hope they had as much fun as we did! | still follow most of the Busan youth
on social media to this day and we occasionally interact! | would say the visit was a total success as we got to
make some lifelong connections. We as the Turkish youth are thankful for your visit and hope to meet you again
someday.
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Global Youth Ambassador 2025 from Kazakhstan

SOl Q0| HIASO| M ZICH5H ATHE LD, Qob ZI&5HH| AMR2E Lopks AIZHS 7H-BLICE 2| 2 |
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the delegation in Kazakhstan was a
moment of great pride for me.

The Opening Ceremony set a serious yet inspiring tone. Remarks from Mr. Shin Andrei and Busan Economic
Promotion Agency President Bok-chul Song highlighted the importance of our mission. | was particularly engaged
during Session 1, learning about the Alatau City project from Mr. Doskaliyev and discussing the Creative Economy
with leaders from Baysa Entertainment and Shinline. It showed me the tangible economic potential between
our regions. Similarly, Session 2 with Mr. Ten Rodion from the Korean Theater reminded us that culture is the

foundation of all diplomacy.

The culmination of the event - the Global Youth Ambassador Appointment Ceremony - was a moment
of great pride. Receiving this title in the presence of such esteemed mentors has motivated me to actively
contribute to the Eurasia network.

Following the ceremony in Almaty, the program extended to Busan, taking our experience to a new level. This

leg of the trip was transformative because of the people | shared it with.

Traveling alongside fellow delegates from Korea, China, Germany, and Turkey, | realized that we were building

a miniature model of global cooperation.

Exploring Busan’s dynamic blend of tradition and modernity together turned us from mere participants into
a close-knit family. Whether we were discussing our diverse backgrounds over meals or marveling at Busan’s
infrastructure, the cultural barriers melted away. We shared stories from Germany and Turkey, compared them

with Chinese and Korean perspectives, and found common ground in our shared vision for the future.

The 2025 Eurasia Citizen Diplomats Progr gave me a global family. From the strategic discussions in Almaty to
the shared adventures in Busan with friends from across Eurasia, | am now more motivated than ever to act as a

bridge between our cultures.

Thank you for this incredible opportunity to connect, learn, and grow together.
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Vielen Dank fiir die Chnace den Busan Day bei lhnen zu arbeiten. Sollten sie nochmal eine Aushilfe suchen,
melden Sie sich gerne.

"Kof|A| o|FH E2 RLHH0| AL 7|2|1E MM ZARILICE CH2ol|E Ol 7|27t QITHH & CHAISHAL A&LITt

S T L [ |

Josefine Hoppe

vielen Dank fiir die Moglichkeit, dass ich ein Teil dieses tollen Events sein durfte. Es hat sehr Spaft gemacht
und war richtig schon!
"O| SiZI gHALOl| ZO1E 7|81 5 FAA ZAFBILICE HY THO|QID ER/A0{L!" Jette Jonientz

Ich bedanke mich nochmals vielmals, dass ich bei der Veranstaltung mithelfen durfte und wiinsche lhnen
ein schones Wochenende.
"O|EH £2 A =28 E o= UM CHA| eHH ZAIEZ DY, 22 2 E[A[Z BIZILICY Denise Kreienbring

Es hat mich sehr gefreut, bei einer so interessanten und originellen Veranstaltung aushelfen zu dirfen.
Vielen Dank!
O|FH S0IEL SFXQ MM =22 & 4 UOIM O 7SS LICE ZEARRILICE” Lisa Triebel
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